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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
 

 

December 7, 2021 

 

Dear Students, Families, and Staff,  

 

As we prepare for a new week of learning, the health and safety of students and staff remain the utmost 

priority. I want to take a moment and update you on the concerning rise in COVID-19 cases we have seen 

in the past seven days in Dauphin County: 

 

➢ The updated COVID-19 data in Dauphin County shows a 16% positivity rate and the 

incidence rate is 221 per 100,000. These are some of the highest numbers we’ve seen in 

almost a year. It is even more concerning these numbers are being reached with available 

vaccines and booster shots available for many in the community. 

 

➢ The Biobot wastewater report which we continue to monitor is showing record levels of 

prevalence of the COVID-19 virus running through wastewater in the city of Harrisburg. 

 

This message is intended to prepare families and staff for the potential of temporarily returning to a fully 

remote model. As a district, we will do everything possible to maintain in person learning as we are aware 

how important it is for students in the Harrisburg School District to be present in school and benefit from 

direct instruction. As health and safety data is provided, our goal is to inform and prepare our families and 

community in case the spread of Covid-19 continues to rise at an accelerated rate.   

 

Families and staff are asked to have plans in place if there is a decision to implement a fully remote 

learning mode for students.  If there is a need to transition to remote instruction, we will consistently 

monitor and do so for short periods of time (1-2 week increments), understanding the COVID data and 

health and safety will ultimately dictate what our next steps may be.   

 

As Superintendent, I am committed to our students, staff and families and will continue to monitor the 

status of COVID-19 and keep you informed. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Mr. Eric Turman 

Superintendent 

Harrisburg School District 

 

 

“We Are…One Harrisburg for ALL Students!” 


